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As we say in Children in Worship, 
"This is the season of Advent, the 
time we get ready to celebrate the 
mystery of Christmas, the 
time we are all on the way 
to Bethlehem." 

Advent is the four 
weeks preceding Christ-
mas. It is the beginning of 
the Christian church year 
calendar. Advent means 
"coming" and refers to the 
coming of Christ as antici-
pated by the prophets. Advent is a 
time of preparation and anticipation 
as we meditate on the meaning and 

joy of Christmas. Advent gives us 
the time to prepare ourselves spiritu-
ally to celebrate God's gift to us—

Jesus. 
Because it is the beginning 
of the church year, it is a 
time for new planning, 
new attitudes, and new in-
spiration. This is a time to 
refocus our attention away 
from the distraction of 
commercial Christmas 
celebrations to the spiritual 

meaning of this season and the holi-
day. 
             How can we prepare to cele-
brate Christmas? By taking the time 
to teach and learn, by adjusting our 
priorities to have Christ as our cen-
ter, and using our imaginations to 
keep it fun. A devotional/worship 
time, either daily or weekly or 
somewhere in between, can take 
various forms.  Here are some ideas 
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This came from Bennett and Ruth 
Lewis, Ibbie Jenkins' niece and nephew: 
 

To the people of Bellefield: 
Just a note to thank you for the lovely 
basket of fruit and goodies delivered to 
our home.  We will always remember 
your kindness to Ibbie, with your many 
parties and picking her up for church.  
She loved you all and considered you 
part of her family.  We were happy to 
share our Aunt Ibbie with you. 
Love, 
Bennett & Ruth Lewis 

New Worship at Bellefield:  THE OPEN DOOR 
As the New Worship Prayer and Planning Team has 
met over the past year, what was once a sketchy skeletal 
vision is now beginning to develop muscles and tendons 
and clarity and clearness.  The name for 
the new worship service at our church 
will be,  
The OPEN DOOR, An Image of: 
Welcoming Worshipful Service.   
The inception of this vision comes from 
the song:  Did you feel the mountains 
tremble?   The chorus of the song is: 
Open up the doors 
Let the music play 
Let the streets resound with singing 
Songs that bring your hope 
Songs that bring your joy 
Dancers who dance upon injustice 
Swing wide you heavenly gates 
Prepare the way of the risen Lord 
  
             The doors are open welcoming 
all who want to come and use their gifts 
(particularly the artistic gifts) to wor-
ship God.  The doors are open to all who are seeking 
(Matthew 7:7, Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you.).  The door WILL BE opened to those who are 

seeking because Jesus is knocking (Revelation 3:20, 
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and 

eat with him, and he with me).  Jesus 
himself is the door or gate (John 10:9, I 
am the door; whoever enters through 
me will be saved).   
             But the door is not just open to 
come in but also to go out and dance 
upon injustice to; do the work of the 
Kingdom in the world flinging wide the 
heavenly gates; preparing the way of 
the Lord by bringing peace and joy.  So 
it is the OPEN DOOR of worship that 
sends us back out those OPEN DOORS 
to serve God's world.  The vision is to 
fill the streets with worship using the 
fullness of our beings.   Worship pro-
pels us into acts of mercy, service, love 
and justice in the world, bringing hope 
and joy.  In the words of Clarence Jor-
dan, "a worship service is of little value 
unless it is responded to in worshipful 
service." 

             Please continue to pray for this is our vision for 
new worship at our church.  If you would like to receive 
more information and/or get involved please contact BJ 
Woodworth at bj@bellefield.org. 

TRIVIA:  
”Come thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

After last month’s singing of Hymn #379: “Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing”, Pastor Dave chal-
lenged worshipers to learn the meaning of the opening 
words of the second stanza: “Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
Hither by Thy help I’ve come”. 
             Ebenezer means “stone of help”. It’s the name 
of the stone which the prophet Samuel erected between 
Mizpah and Shen to commemorate Israel’s victory over 
the Philistines (1 Samuel 7). Years earlier at this site, 
the Philistines had defeated the army of Israel, killed 
the sons of Eli and confiscated the Ark of the Covenant 
(1 Samuel 4:1-22). Ebenezer was a reminder of God’s 
help, power and faithfulness. 
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Operation Christmas Child Thanks 
Many thanks to everyone who bought gifts to donate to Operation Christmas Child.  

This was our most generous year yet!  The collection boxes were  
over-flowing and overall, we donated 39 shoe box gifts.   

We do hope this was a worthwhile activity for you, your family and your children. 
Thanks again for sharing Christ’s love with children throughout the world. 

November 3-December 15 
DEEPENING OUR ROOTSDEEPENING OUR ROOTS 

Led By BJ Woodworth 
 
The apostle Paul prayed for one of his churches that God 
would strengthen them with power through his Spirit in 
their inner beings, so that Christ may dwell in their hearts 
through faith. And that they would be rooted and estab-
lished in love, so that they may have power, together with 
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ.  This is our prayer for our time to-
gether that we would be strengthened, rooted, established 
and grasp the depths of the love of Christ. 
In this interactive and discussion-oriented class we will look 
at some of the foundational beliefs and practices in the 
Christian faith that will help us know and grow in our rela-
tionship with Christ.  So if you are exploring the Christian 
faith (or know someone who is) or if you are a young 
Christian or you just want to review the foundations come 
and join us! 

Mass destruction, romance, loyalty, decep-
tion, bondage, liberation, murder, journey 
into the unknown, redemption, reconcilia-
tion, miracles of faith… The Old Testament is 
filled with experiences of ordinary  people 
used by God to accomplish extraordinary 
things. Too often we leave the riveting stories 
of Jonah, Noah, Daniel, Jacob, Ruth, and oth-
ers behind in our childhood picture books. 
Listen and learn anew to the great stories of 
our Hebrew ancestors and perhaps you will 
recognize your own story and God's pres-
ence in your life. This class will be led by Belle-
field members and friends who have a par-
ticular passion and connection to the story of 
the week.  

 
" I will utter hidden things from of  old 

what we have heard and known,  
what our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children; 
we will tell the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
and the wonders that he has done. "               

Psalm 78: 2-4 

November 3-December 15 

GREAT STORIES OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Led By Bellefield Members & Friends 
Coordinated By Denis Nkweteytim 

AAADVENT MESSAGE SERIES:  DVENT MESSAGE SERIES:  DVENT MESSAGE SERIES:        
“I BRAKE FOR CHRISTMAS” 

The season of Advent is the beginning of 
the Christian calendar and is celebrated 
for four Sundays before Christmas. The 
word Advent means “coming”. When 
Advent first became a part of church tra-
dition in the fourth century, it was a sea-

son of penitence and was celebrated something like 
Lent. Today, the focus is on preparing, waiting, antici-
pating and celebrating the coming of Christ into our 
world.  
             For many of us, the Christmas season is exhaust-
ing. So each Sunday in December, Pastor Dave’s mes-
sage will offer a Christmas “gift” to help calm the hurry-
ing and rushing which prevent us from enjoying God’s 
grace incarnate in Jesus Christ. Join the Bellefield family 
in worship as we brake for Christmas in 2002! 
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Therese (Terri) Alayne Huston 
likes: practicing yoga, walking, hik-
ing, being in nature, baking, reading 
fiction and non-fiction, writing, 
mountain biking, wall climbing, and 
cross country skiing. When she’s not 
busy enjoying her favorite activities 
or spending time with her fiancé 
Jonathan (see below), Terri works 
on the faculty at CMU and is the As-
sistant Director of the Eberly Teach-
ing Center. Raised a Roman Catho-
lic, Terri has been “searching for a 
church and a place where [she] feels 
Christ’s presence more actively.” 
Participating in PRISM, as well as 
the food bank and clothes closet, are 
some areas Terri would like to get 
involved at Bellefield. 
 
Jonathan Foster is engaged to Terri 
Huston (see above), and first heard 
about Bellefield through the phone 
book listing. Spiritual worship, the 
Christ-centered preaching, and the 
emphasis on Christ’s love at Belle-
field are a few of the things that 
drew Jonathan to become a member. 
While Jonathan’s parents led him to 
Christ at a young age, a struggle 
with cancer at age 10 helped to com-
mit him in faith. A Software/
Systems Engineer by day, Jonathan 
likes to play the trombone, write 
music, develop video games, draw 
and paint, mountain bike, and climb 

walls in his spare time. 
 
You may not recognize Sean Rice 
when you see him because he is fre-
quently changing his appearance—
his hairstyle, facial hair, clothing 
style. But when you do recognize 
him, you’ll find him worshiping at 
Cornerstone and helping to plan the 
new worship service. Sean has lived 
in Pittsburgh all 22 years of his life, 
and can’t imagine living anywhere 
else unless it was a cabin in the 
mountains. Sean became a Christian 
through the example of a youth min-
ister in Fox Chapel in 9th and 10th 
grade who showed him that “being a 
Christian isn’t a list of dos and 
don’ts, but a relationship with God.” 
What excites Sean about Bellefield? 
“The people, the worship, and most 
of all, God is here.” Sean likes play-
ing music, photography, and con-
struction work. 
 
David Hull attends the University of 
Pitt School of Law and was recom-
mended to Bellefield by a friend in a 
Bible study at the Christian Legal 
Society. It was in college that David 
“realized and finally understood 
what it was all about,” regarding 
Christ and being a Christian. The son 
of a Presbyterian minister, David 
likes to learn and read about history; 
including his own family history: his 

great, great, Grandfather was an 
abolitionist who ran the Under-
ground Railroad through his home 
in New Castle, PA. David has been 
married for a year and a half, and is 
excited about “the possibility of 
what God can do with me, my fam-
ily and this community.” 
 
Charlene Hull has been married to 
David Hull (see above) for one year 
and is working as a Research Coor-
dinator at UPMC.  She is interested 
in the Pregnancy Care Center and 
possibly volunteering in the nursery 
at Bellefield.  Charlene enjoys read-
ing science fiction novels and play-
ing volleyball with her coworkers. 
 
Deena Schneider teaches second 
grade at Greater Works Academy, is 
a graduate student at Pitt in Reading 
Education, and is recently engaged 
to An-Jey Andrew Su (see below).  
The only thing she loves more than 
teaching children (besides her fi-
ancé) is her Siberian Husky.  Deena 
looks forward to the marriage men-
toring class at Bellefield and hopes 
to have a family some day. 
 
Recently engaged to Deena Schnei-
der, An-Jey AndrewSu looks for-
ward to their wedding in June 2003.  
An-Jey is a scientist at Pitt’s School 
of Medicine, in Diabetic research.  
He likes salt water aquariums, gar-
dening, running with his dog, and an 
old Jaguar XJ6 that he’s working on.  
An-Jey came to Bellefield “looking 
for a place to grow.” 

New Members… 
First row: (from the bottom up, L to R) Terri Huston, 
Karen Arnold, Charlene Wick-Hull, Sean Rice 
Second Row: Jonathan Foster, Greg Frost, David Hull, 
Sandie Ferguson 
Third Row: (Pastor Dave & BJ) Stephen MaGill, 
Scott Carnahan,  
An T Ngo, David Ferguson  
 
Missing: Linda Griser, An-Jey Andrew Su,  
Deena Schneider 



 2002 2001 2000 
1st Sunday 315 326 357 
2nd Sunday 319 408 333 

3rd Sunday 380 315 268 

4th Sunday 428 359 327 

5th Sunday — — 280 

Average 361 352 313 
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(Continued from page 1) 
There is one candle for each 

of the Sundays in Advent. The fam-
ily can plan a worship time lighting 
the candles, reading Scripture, and 
singing or praying. Some common 
themes for advent worship are: the 
shepherds, the angels, the wise men, 
and the Holy Family; or Hope, 
Faith, Love and Joy. 

 
THE JESSE TREE 
The Jesse tree is another tool for 
family devotions, for preparing our 
hearts and homes to celebrate 
Christmas. It is a story in pictures of 
God's plan of redemption from the 
time of Adam and Eve. Symbols or 
hand made pictures remind us of 
people, promises, events or prophe-
sies that led to Jesus' coming to 
earth. The Jesse tree is a kind of 
family tree which was suggested by 
Isaiah's prophesy (11:2): "There 
shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse." Jesse was the father 
of David, King of Israel, and is one 
of Jesus' ancestors. 
 
READING BOOKS 
Set aside time to read some Christ-
mas books for Advent and Christ-
mas.  Check out books from Belle-
field's Resource Center or invest in 
some beautiful books to keep from 
year to year. Some of my favorite 
children's picture books are: The 
Christmas Miracle of Jonathan 
Toomey, A Mole Family Christmas, 
and A Mouse in the Manger. Email 
your favorite to me and I will com-
pile a list for all to share. 
(janice@bellefield.org) 
 
A SPECIAL TRIP OR EVENT 
Some families like to plan a special 
trip or event. In Pittsburgh we have 
many choices light displays, the 
Nutcracker, theatrical performances. 
Remembering that we don't have to 
do it all, especially in one year, 
might help keep the pace of the sea-
son more manageable. 

 
AN ADVENT CALENDAR 
A daily calendar with "windows" is 
often fun and a good reminder of 
what is coming. Some people make 
their calendars, but they can be pur-
chased easily. 
 
USING A CRECHE 
A crèche is a representation of the 
nativity scene in the stable at Beth-
lehem. The figures can be put out 
all at once, or added slowly as Ad-
vent progresses. They might be a 
good visual tool while reading the 
Christmas story from the Bible or a 
story book. 
             This year Advent begins on 
December 1. These are just a few 
ideas you can use or adapt to plan 
and guide your family closer to each 
other by creating these holiday 
memories and closer to Christ as we 
anticipate His coming! 

Celebrate the Coming King! 

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS THIS CHRISTMAS 
In honor of your friends and relatives, you can give life giving gifts like trees, 
medicine, food, livestock, and shelter.  These gifts empower people trapped in 
poverty.  These gifts help people help themselves and help preserve our endan-
gered planet.  To learn more go to www.altgifts.org or call 1-800-842-2243 to order 
a shopping catalog.  This Year’s local alternative gift market is being held at the 
First Unitarian Church (605 Morewood Ave.) on December 8th from 12-2 pm. For 
more information, contact Amy Meyer at 412-492-9968. 

Advent  
Worship 

Celebrating the Christ 
 

Begin the Christmas season by 
joining us for a special program 

on Sunday December 8th at 
7pm.   

We’ll meet together in the 
sanctuary for a candlelight 

Christmas Carol Sing. 
 

Praise Songs, hymns, and carols 
will be combined with scripture 
to give us a true picture of the 

Christ—as newborn baby,  
Savior, Redeemer and Lord.   

 

Come for an evening of wor-
ship, fellowship and celebration 
as we welcome this season of 
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Food, Music, and Fellowship Make  
                              New Orleans Night a Success 
By Suzi Wackerbarth 

Photo:  
Gene Pushkar 

9 p.m. Nov 1, Fellowship Hall- 
 
There’s an air of something…
southern, down in the cellar of this 
historic Pittsburgh church. Lace ta-
blecloths, old postcards, candles on 
each table—what could this be? 
Have we been transported to a Sandi 
Patti song (“Another time and An-
other place”)? Bread pudding is be-
ing put on plates in the kitchen and 
hot food is coming from some out-
side upstairs source…what is this 
going on? Well, if you missed it, 
here’s one girl’s view of New Or-
leans Night—the night that Belle-
field went South, the night our hum-
ble church basement became a din-
ing establishment and jazz joint, and 
we all were cosmically transported 
to a city that is in another state, a 
state that is (gasp!) south of the Ma-
son-Dixon line.  

Week to week, Bellefield’s 
basement houses Sunday School 
classes, Cornerstone, and in the 
early nineties was an ad hoc sanctu-
ary during church renovations. And 
yet, someone (step forward, person 
or committee!) thought that our 
humble basement could be trans-
formed into an evening affair. Not a 
potluck dinner, not an event to raise 
funds for new drapes in the nursery, 
but a candlelit evening for Belle-
fielders to spend with friends, enjoy-
ing fine food and entertainment. 
Wow. I’d say mission accomplished.  
             My apologies to the chef; I 
forgot what it was that I ate. The 
music, which started about eight 
o’clock, is the only thing I remem-
ber. The descriptions of the Boiler-
maker Jazz Band, listed in local and 
national media, say things like 
“They’ll be playing jazz in heaven,” 
and “Their repertoire is a mix of 
jazz, street music, and swing.” I am 

not a music critic. I do not know how 
or what to comment on except that 
they were (in the words of a famous 
cereal eating tiger) Grrrrrr-eat! They 
tooted, and sang, and slid those notes 
in all the right places. Their music 
was matched note by note by the 
fabulous footwork of two guests, 
Keith and Tracy Knudsen, who 
stepped in time to the music like 
Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire. 
Other couples stepped up to cut the 
rug, among them Mitch and Cori Hill 
and Bill and Jeanne Griffiths. People 
milled around, talking to friends, 
meeting new folks, and feasting on 
the bread pudding and sauce. The 
kids had a blast, running and scream-
ing in circles around the room, 
around the perimeter of the tables as 
well as in between. They just didn't 
stop to take a breath, they just kept 
running.  

New Orleans Night was one 
of those things that hovered all fall. 
That dinner engagement, you know. I 
didn’t even really plan to attend. It 
crept up on me and was all of a sud-
den, what? Next week? A co-worker 
of mine asked me how a church 
could afford to offer free food and 
free music. I made something up. I 
had no idea even what kind of music 
the Boilermaker Jazz Band played, 
though I imagined there was some 
connection to the evening’s theme. 
Well, free food, supposedly good 
music, an evening out and I wouldn’t 
have to cook? Since I hadn’t planned 
to go and I hadn’t invited any guests, 
I signed on as a helper.  

I drove to the church straight 
from work. When I got there, the 
main event was cutting bread pud-
ding and placing it on plates. There 
is a real science to this. Believe me. I 
also dried off pans (pans previously 
inhabited by bread pudding). At 

about 6:15, I went upstairs, where I 
rearranged all the pamphlets in the 
narthex as I directed guests to the 
basement. Eventually, it seemed that 
everyone had either arrived or was-
n’t coming, and since I didn’t have a 
guest register to check for reserva-
tions (A table in the corner with 
candlelight for two? No, you are too 
late for your 4:30 reservation, that 
table is now taken. Would you like 
the seat next to the kitchen, per-
haps?) I found my way downstairs 
and filled a plate with food. Before 
long, the music began.  
 
Creative and technical crews in-
cluded the following (named and 
unnamed) temporary Louisianans: 
BJ Woodworth, Ginger Crosbie, 
Kathy Emmons, the Boilermaker 
Jazz Band, and [fill in the blank]. If 
you came, thanks for making the 
event a success. If you helped, dou-
ble that sentiment. If you missed it, 
for shame, fear not, I have the feel-
ing this wasn’t just a one-night 
stand. 



NOVEMBER 2002 7 

In last month's article, I discussed 
how a recent Cleansing Stream 
course covered the preparation 
needed to be an effective prayer for 
missions.  The next challenge is un-
derstanding different kinds of mis-
sions.  This month, let's consider 
mission endeavors in closed coun-
tries.  It is sometimes natural for us 
to pray for political change in such 
arenas, or to expect a missionary to 
pull of some spectacular result in a 
field where "high profile" Christi-
anity has long been suppressed.  
However, Len Bartlotti recently 
wrote, "In situations of repression 
or volatility, the wisdom, witness 
and piety of a Daniel or a Joseph 
may effect greater transformation 
than the passion of a Paul or a Pe-
ter.  

"For the sake of a 
short-term gain (e.g. 
literature distributions, 
high-visibility confer-
ences, promotions, 
etc.), the viability and 
success of long-term 
Christian work and 
workers in an entire 
country can be jeop-
ardized.  For example, 

a couple years ago, over-zealous 
distribution of materials by short-
termers led to the expulsion of 
long-term workers in a city in Cen-
tral Asia; the resultant government 
scrutiny of that organization contin-
ues to this day.  In other areas, 
"student" work is politically and 
culturally sensitive. I could cite 
other instances.  In the current inci-
dent, over 140 workers from 18 
other agencies were put at risk.  In 
the event, wise intervention appears 
to have cooled the situation.  But 
there are critical lessons to be 
learned, if we churches and sending 
agencies are willing to reflect on 
what the Lord might teach us.  

"Before I went to Pakistan, 
a wise and dear old missionary 

friend, Dr. Don McCurry, gave me 
some Spirit-anointed advice.  "Len, 
your biggest temptation will be to 
go into the harvest field, grab a few 
handfuls of grain, and come out 
shouting 'victory'.  Whereas, if you 
take your time, you can have the 
whole field!"   

"Shortly thereafter, I vis-
ited a farmer friend near Cham-
paign-Urbana, Lin Warfel, who let 
me drive (hold the wheel of) his 
combine as he harvested that in-
comparable Illinois corn.  I'll never 
forget the feeling of raw power as 
we rumbled along in that (air-
conditioned, tape deck, etc.) cab 
(surely a 'Tim Allen moment').  
That feeling was exceeded only by 
the exhilaration of seeing rows 
upon rows of corn being harvested 
at once, and the grain piling up in 
the bin behind us.  O God, make 
me an International Harvester!  

"Often, the choice between 
handfuls and a silo-full is ours.  In 
the Kingdom, the "little things", 
little acts of kindness and witness, 
and simple cups of cold water, ac-
tually contribute to that larger 30, 
60, 100-fold harvest of souls.  
Much depends on the skills, wis-
dom and patience of the farmer, 
and costly obedience and sensitiv-
ity to the Lord of the Harvest.  

"While there are examples 
of quick in-and-out missions in the 
New Testament, in thinking about 
the world of Islam we might do 
well to reflect on the grand style of 
God's mission.  There are two key 
paradigms: the translatability of the 
Gospel of God's Word in human 
language and the Incarnation God's 
Word in human flesh.  The best 
that Islam could do is Inlibration 
the Word become Book (libra).  In 
Christ, we see the convergence and 
embodiment of Word, power, and 
self-sacrificing love.  It's the 
"Kingdom Style".  These ingredi-

(Continued on page 8) 

A s much fun as we have relaying 
great missions stories, our abil-

ity to help you gain a burden for the 
world via the printed page has its lim-
its.  With this in mind, Missions Coun-
cil has decided to partner with foriegn 
missions project, Hombro a Hombro, 
to help improve the conditions of San 
Jose Negritos, a villiage in Honduras.  
For the past two years, Mark Meyer 
has been looking into ways to expand 
the work of the medical teams that he 
has gone with to improve the health 
care of the folks in this village. Diane 
Balliet has been part of these teams.  
Last year Mahlon Raymond surveyed 
households in the region to gauge the 
potential for a nutrition program.  This 
summer Jaime Oliva helped install so-
lar panels on the clinic.  (Ask 
Mark about the limitations of 
medicine without electricity.)  
Most recently, Mark  returned 
with priorities from the leaders of 
the village regarding the needs 
that visitors should address. 
There is a lot that Bellefield can 
contribute to the welfare of San 
Jose Negritos. We have paid for 
some medicines to be sent down 
with the medical teams. We have con-
tributed to a food program enabling 
children to make it through the day 
alert and able to concentrate on school 
lessons. We are looking into a scholar-
ship for the education of a local health 
care worker  who will be faithful to 
the village for years to come.   
             We are also looking for you. 
There are a number of tasks, and one 
of them may match your talents.  If 
you are interested contact Mark. (Our 
very capable office staff will gladly 
relay a message.) Also, we are plan-
ning for this to be a long term relation-
ship, so even if your 2003 calendar is 
booked solid, we still want to know if 
your heart has been aching to do 
something like this. 

Bellefield Starts  
Mission  to Honduras 
By Charlei George 

Praying through closed doors 
By Charlei George 
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1 Lisa Boyd 
4 Michael Carlin 
4     Daniel Hinchman 
4 Millie McIntire 
4     Thomas McIntire, Jr. 
5 Jonathan Horner 
6 Jonathan Zimmerman 
7 Paul Cosentino 
9 An-Jey Andrew Su 
11 Eliana Gagnon 
12 Betty Kunze 
13 Emilie Van Dyke 
15 Lydia Joy George 
17 Rebecca Stehle 
18 Elizabeth Vernon 
20 Sophia Lafferty 
22 Debra Liddle 
22    Brennan McCloud 
25 Carol Macpherson 
26 Steve Rine 
27 Gregory Frost 
28 Erica Ardolino 
28 Amy Meyer 
30    Denis Nkweteytim 

(Continued from page 7) 
ents:  relationships, the Word, and power 
(miracles, dreams, visions) continue to be 
the most potent influences turning Muslims 
to the Living Christ.  On our part, this in-
volves a commitment to language learning, 
cultural sensitivity, and long-term relation-
ships.  It takes a little longer.  But "if you 
take your time, you can have the whole 
field!"" 
             As you pray for missionaries in 
closed countries, remember the Christmas 
story. God's mission began as a little boy in 
a small backwater town, and really did not 
get into full swing until He lived and 
breathed the culture of Palestine (and this 
world) for 30 years. Perhaps Len's observa-
tion may also apply to some "hard cases" in 
your own life. You may have a friend or 
relative that is a closed country for all in-
tents and purposes.  You've tried the quick 
in-and-out evangelistic outlines to little 
avail.  Maybe it's time for you to see how 
God can work to rake in the whole field! 

Missions 
(con’t) 

Each Sunday in November, Pastor 
Dave and BJ have been teaching 
about stewardship in their sermon 
series: “Testing God’s Trustworthi-
ness”. Stewardship means living in 
a way that acknowledges God’s 
ownership and our management of 
God’s resources. When it comes to 
managing financial resources, the 
biblical standard is a tithe/10% of 
our income given to God’s work. 
God throws out an exciting chal-
lenge concerning tithing in Malachi 
3:10:  Test me in this, says the 
LORD Almighty, and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it. 
             All Bellefield members 
will be receiving a stewardship let-
ter and commitment card for finan-
cial giving to God’s work at Belle-
field in 2003. Members are encour-
aged to set a faith goal, then return 
the pledge card as an offering and 
act of worship on any Sunday 
morning in December. If giving a 
tithe seems overwhelming at first, 
members are encouraged to set a 
smaller percentage goal and in-
crease it each year until 10% (or 
more) is reached. And although pri-
mary giving to your church is an 
important membership opportunity, 
the entire percentage need not be 
designated to Bellefield—some 
should be reserved for God’s work 
elsewhere as other giving opportu-
nities emerge during the year. 
These faith commitments will be 
kept confidential—only the church 
treasurer will have access to indi-
vidual giving goals.  
             Putting God to the giving 
test isn’t always easy, but it’s one 
of the most rewarding steps any 
Christian can take in following Je-
sus Christ. Let’s look forward to 
those floodgates of blessing head-
ing our way in 2003! 

Stewardsh ip 

Has God blessed you in 2002? Would you like an oppor-
tunity to make a difference with some of your surplus 
before the year ends? Your Bellefield Session has decided 
to provide envelopes for a special Christmas offering this 
year. Individuals can choose to direct their gifts to one of four great Kingdom causes 
Bellefield sponsors: 

·The General Fund (help us catch up on financing our growing 2002 ministries) 
·The Deacons’ Fund (provides food, clothing, counseling, emergency assistance) 
·The Capital Fund (finances new projects to make our facility “mission-ready”) 
·The Honduras Fund (supports our latest global mission initiative) 

The special Christmas offering envelopes will be distributed in mid-December and can be 
returned in Sunday offerings or mailed to the church office.  

  

 

 

*This is a ten week course that covers Bible-based teaching about marriage and  
  important issues you will deal with as a married couple. (A time commitment is  
  necessary with there being some homework to do.)  
*Each couple is paired with an experienced couple in a mentoring relationship. 
So....if God is moving you towards marriage...this is a great opportunity!  

If you have questions, contact Mike Carlin: mike@bellefield.org  
If you are planning to enroll in the course, please notify the church office by  
December 16th (412-687-3222 ext 1, or office@bellefield.org)  

Marriage /Mentoring 
Classes  

To start on January 12th during Sunday School hour 
Are you engaged or headed in that direction?  

This class is for you!  



SundaySundaySunday   MondayMondayMonday   TuesdayTuesdayTuesday   WednesdayWednesdayWednesday   ThursdayThursdayThursday   FridayFridayFriday   SaturdaySaturdaySaturday   

1 
-Communion 
-1st Sunday in  
Advent 
-Resource Ctr. 

2 3 4 5 6 
Fri-Sun- Family 
Life Marriage Conf. 
10 pm– All-
Church, All Night 

7 
5 pm-Arabic Chris-
tian Fellowship 

8 
12-4pm: Blood 
Drive 
7pm– Christmas 

9 
9am-MOPS 

10 11 12 
7 pm-Prayer Team 
Meeting 

13 
6:30 pm-Ladies 
Craft Night 

14 
6 pm– Indonesian 
Christian Fellowship 

15 

Belle Deadline 

16 17 
Session Mtg 

18 
 

19 20 21 
8:30 am-Men’s 
Breakfast 
5 pm-Arabic Chris-

22 23 24 
Office Closed in 
afternoon 

25 
CHRISTMAS 
Office Closed 

26 
 

27 28 
6 pm-Indonesian 
Christian Fellowship 

29 
Food Pantry 

30 31 
Office Closed in 
afternoon 
New Year’s 
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Belle Mission Statement: 
Honoring God through faithful writings and artwork, illuminating the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, and encouraging Biblical principles in both print and production. 

BELLEFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

4001 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

Phone: (412) 687-3222 
Fax: (412) 687-3899 

Office Email:  office@bellefield.org 
Belle Email:  belle@bellefield.org 

W I T N E S S E S  O F  C HR I ST  
MAKING C OM MI T TED 

DISC I PLES  O F  AL L 
P EOP LES . . .  

Bellefield’s Greeting Team Wants YOU! 
The greeting team is looking for people who want to help Bellefield be an 
even more welcoming and friendly place.   
    Nobody who comes to Bellefield should feel alone or ignored!   
The greeting team is made up of 3 rotating subgroups, so you only 
commit to being “on duty” every 3rd Sunday.   
    Please contact Jeremy Smith (jeremy@futuresmiths.com, or in 
person on Sundays) for more complete information! 

This is a fun and important way you can serve! 


