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Dear Bellefield members, friends and visitors,
| hope you prayed every day the prayer of Ephesians 3:14-21.
My wife Jan and | did. The prayer wraps you in a reaffirming certainty
of God’s love. We all have a

BELLEFIELD deep seated human need for
PRESBYTERIAN .
CHURCGCH security. Because of your pre-

sent and eternal acceptance by

God by grace thru faith alone in Jesus Christ, the prayer creates a con-
vinced awareness of your being relentlessly and totally loved by God
without needing to change in order to win that love, loved by a love

that is freely given to the point of death
God's Passion for His Glory ©0n the Cross, a love that cannot be
is the Measure of His earned and so never can be lost. Today,
Commitment to OurJoy In 6 see His love leads us into a similar
the Lord Jesus Christ. significance that is unalterable. This is

His grace to us His church, because Christ came to save sinners. Gesgf -
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7. OUR MISSION THIsS WEEK: To
USE OUR GIFT AT LEAST ONCE

Ephesians 4:7-8—"But grace was given to each one of us according to
the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, ‘When He ascended on
high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.”” When they
come from God, grace giftings are not irrelevant or idle offerings. They
come with responsibility. Not to fulfill responsi-
bility is to assault identity. But this just isn’t -5 li.mmm.
your identity alone. It is the identity of the Inql
church. But: it is even more: it is the identity of
Christ’s church. The guilt we should feel via
constant gift negligence is a real guilt. And yet,
the grace that comes repeatedly to cover that
guilt is stronger than the guilt itself. For Christ ~ Christ pours His grace glft Into you;
. you have It; you can do this—for His
Jesus came to save sinners. And we are they. church, your Joy & His glory.
He has saved us; He has graced us; He has
called us. Now we go forth in both 1] His security, His love, and 2] in His
significance, His calling/job, and we build up His great glory in His great
church. We are the holy Christ-centered constellation that He has sov-
ereignly called and gifted us to be: Christ’s Bellefield Constellation.
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ll Socus on Ephesians, Park T
“Vou Qe 0 Sfled Star’—
Sn Chrint’s \CBM Col et
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SERMON EPHESIANS 4:1-16
MOVES
GL E ﬁ CE Someone has said that if the nightingale
1. Being child- were the only bird to sing in the forest, it would
ish hurts soon be a dull experience. Only one bird, only
church one song, same song, over and over, just won’t
unity; make it. It's boring. & yet
2. childishness | W€ see that 8 times God
exists in uses this word one in the
today’s first 7 verses of Ephesians
church; 4: one body, one Spirit,

3. Knowingour | ONe€ hope, one Lord, one

significance faith, one baptism, one .
helps us be God & Father, one an- One of the 88 constellations
mature; Other’ and each one. YeS, up there In the sky.
4. Christ that’s each one. Not the
brightens same one, not the only one. But rather each dif-
the Ephe- ferent one of us making up God’s church: this is
I T variety celebrated in the midst of a grace-filled
His gifts; unity that rises from one God. It’s anything but
5. Christ's boring. It is to be a stellar unity that grows.
giftings go
on today; EACH HAS A GIFT
6. You are
Christ's gift Ephesians 4:7—"But grace was given to each
to this one of us according to the measure of Christ’s
church; gift.” This 1 God, 1 Father, 1 Spirit, 1 Savior,
7. Use your gift Who is passionate for unity, places in each one
this week. of you His grace-gift to build His church through
you. Again, this is celebrated variety in His unity.
N\ 1a




of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to
the measure of the
statue of the fullness of
Christ, so that we may
no longer be children,
tossed to and fro by the

-

in deceitful schemes.”
God calls the Ephe-
sians to grow up.
Scheming hurts. Cun- |
ning and craftiness are

designed to lead Peo- ‘oittoreinGope
ple away from Christ. church.

the pastors and teach-
ers, to equip the
saints for the work of
ministry, for building
up the body of Christ,
until we all attain to

Our Bellefleld unity
Is In and around and
through Jesus Christ

alone: nobody but

Him as He graces us

with His gifts.
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/ PAGE 2 FALL Focus oON EPHESIANS, \ WORSHIP GOD PAGE 3
1. BEING “CHILDISH?” 4. CHRIST BRIGHTENS THE
HURTS UNITY EPHESIANS WITH HIis GIFTS
Ephesians 4:13-14 waves and carried S LLLLEEEer Ephesians 4:11— the unity of the faith and
“Until we all attain to about by every wind of a ’l, "TEty ¥ "And He gave the of the knowledge of the
the unity of the faith doctrine, by human ~ - . hj‘, 57 apostles, the proph- Son of God, to mature
and of the knowledge cunning, by craftiness b N X’I’j ets, the evangelists, manhood, to the meas-

ure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.” The
radiance of the Ephe-
sian church was to be
an increasing brightness
of community for Christ.

5. CHRIST’S GIFTINGS GO ON

“ 4
When 2. “CHILDISHNESS” IN IN ALL IN TODAY’S CHURCH
e TODAY’'S CHURCH Ephesians 4:15-16 equipped, when each
In the context here, of civility, being impo- “Rath_er, speaking the  part is working prop- “Foth withomt
taddfer, we can say that the liteness, a meanness: truthin Igve, we areto  erly, makes the b(_)dy
fe childishness would be  instead of patience, grow upineveryway  grow so that it builds fove is o
body the opposite of the demandingness to into Him Who is the itself up in love. SoY- ’ . Love
i foo maturity in verses 1-3. have your own way head, into Christ, from  ereign grace gifts us;
So instead of humility  fight now; instead of a Whom the whole body,  sovereign grace sus- without tudh i
MM“#'L (vs.2), pride; instead vigilant maintaining of Joined and held to- tains us. In that confi-
hia head.” of gentleness, a lack ~ unity, a divisive bent. gether by every joint dence, we step forth ”
with which it is to build His church. W,;M,MX‘,%
3. OuUR DEEP NEED: TO
KNOW OUR SIGNIFICANCE 6. You ARE CHRIST’S GIFT & YouU
HAVE HIs GIFT—FOR HIs CHURCH

Eph. 3:14-21 meets our €vaporate with
need for the security of time, but will last
love. Today, God’s Word thru eternity. Be-
meets our need for the Causeyou are
significance of mean-  Christ’s gift to His
ingful work. God says  church, your job : o
you really are engaged  really does have cance

A spiritual gift is 1) an ability
to express, celebrate, display
and so communicate Christ in
a way that builds up the faith
of other Christians and
enlarges the church; 2) spiri-
tual gifts may be broadly clas-

ing and exhorting as gifts
of speech, but also he cites
serving, giving, leading,
and showing mercy as gifts
of helpfulness; 3) no Chris-
tian is without some gift of
ministry. When Christ died

UNWRAPPING
THEGIFTS
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i ibilitv/i a meaningful im- always In - . .
L?]:t zistpr)olnsilrglll(t));{é?]ki pact on others. & you're us and sified as either a gift of to save sinners, He then ItIs a blessing to
Sl R ' d te for it in Hi on us in speech, or of loving, practical  gscended, and as He did,  Youand toBelle-
whose results will not adequate tor It in Him. Christ. heloful Paul Ci h ) ) fleld when you
elpfulness. Paul cites teach-  He gave to His church gifts.  unwrap yourgitt.



